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Zines provide a safe, independent platform of expression
for underrepresented and marginalized voices: Black,
Indigenous & People of Color, young people, people with

disabilities, the LGBTQ(+) community, persecuted religious

groups, and people with Limited economic resources.

N
PUERGL What is ?

unmute is a digital zine that showcases the artwork

“J students created during their residencies
r. " with this year. This edition of the
zine features student work from the 2022-2023 school

year and was compiled and designed by Northlight
Teaching Artist Stephanie Munoz with support from

-‘ Northlight Administrative Assistant Eric Smith
What is ?

. Speak Up is a performing arts residency that fosters social

responsibility. Students will explore their identities,
research events impacting their community, and collaborate
on original works of art with their peers. By harnessing the
power of performance, students will engage in dialogue
-\ about how to celebrate, promote, and maintain poSut-ve

'l chomge in their community.
s

__\"




1 av scavtw

By Kena Sancuez
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| understand When people are mad at me

| am angel

| wonder if i will be successful @0 f
W,

| hear my work

| see my future
| want things to be okay

| am angel

W,

| pretend to be in my happy space

| feel happy

| touch things When i'm nervous

| worry a lot

| ery wWhen things go badly

| am angel

| say things to cheer my friends up

| dream to be a soccer player
| try to be helpful
| hope to be friends with people Who are mad at me

| am angel

- v m e e--- N Wmwu

—)

A AT~

D

CWQ

I wopg
G @U MAQW[@ [@ ur

Sow
CTINES 1 tonpg, g




— Sumprom oF Deveession
\ =/ BY Yoranpa Otveea

W wm s & mmwmw o=

N A

Fist or Feccood BY

LATRINITY MANGUN

m’ ZNo CuaNces

Dgserve
BY [IrrANY

DupoNt




STUDENT

I DeONestr Boston
A N\A\N\NW AN

| am De'Onesti

| wonder if my people would ever get along

| hear violence every time | Look at the news
| See my city

| want my city just to stop the violence

| am De'Onesti

| pretend that my city will get along one day

| feel that my city is going to have joy

| touch my face wWhen | get ready to cry

| Worry every time my mom Leaves the house because my city
can never be good

| cry When |'m feeling down

| am De'Onesti

| understond When my mom tells me to watch who | call my
friend

| say | Will become a nurse and move my mom out of the hood
| dream that | become a nurse

| try to do good in school So | can pass
| hope | pass all of my test

| AM DE'ONEST]
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\ 1Y o8 veo‘)\e | am Kameran,
—_— nove for | am good at Laughing at anything and dancing.
| o >ocoP | wonder When the world will die.

| hear the world around me.

| see a beach with a purple sky and red sand.
| want an apple watch.

| am Kameran.

| pretend to know math.

| feel good about a perfect world.

| touch the sky and the clouds above.

| worry about my Life and What |'m going to do
when | grow up.

| cry When | am mad and frustrated.

| am Kameran.

| understand that the world will come to an end
eventually.

| say there is good in everybody.

| dream that my life will get better.

| try my best to ignore things.

| hope | get my apple watch.

| am Kameran Bufford.






1 Aw Porn
By ZaBeia King

| 1 AM: A et
1 \JONDER: wHAT I GOING T0 0O IN THE IEAI\WE»’/“
T UEAR: wy FEATURE
1 SEE. pEOPLE AROUND ME
T WANT: 70 B ABLE TO WAVE A DREAY JOB
1 AM: v
1 DRETEND: 10 BE WARY
T FEEL: AwoNE
T TOUCH: N FOREUEAD WHEN M NERVOUS
1 LJORPY. 35 3™ NOT 600D FOR PEORE
T CRY: wucN PEORLE TEWL NE NO
1 AM: ue
1 UNDERSTAND: WuAT SOME PEORLE
THROUCH
1 SAY. WuAT 1 Wit 0O
1 DREAM: TWAT 1 WIlL NAKE T OUT OF
1 TRY. 10 b0 MY BEST
T WOPE: row THE BEST FOR PEORLE
1 AwZ Buia

ARE GOING

COWECE
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N\ My Maanin ey Jacael Jenkins-Witson
3

o

| My black is beautiful
The texture of glo’ , the kinkeynes of my Ua hair
My melanin is Wonderful

The culture of our head wraps , the Liveliness of our rootful

The style of our clothes are powerful
My black is wonderful

The scars from the whips are painful
The soles of my feet
My melanin is wonderful

My melanin is colorful
The beauty of my sKin
My black is wonderful

The culture | was blessed is powerful
The sun Kissing my sKin
My melanin is Wonderful

Our cultured food is Plentiful

The shape of my body , the thickness of my thighs
My black is beautiful

My melanin is Wonderful




STUDENT

;| 1 Aw Litnie Rev gv Swuecut
1 Aw

By Marcos lueo | T Lt <o wnee L fike o 9°
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1 A sTRONG Ty L n,,
pai
1 woNbEe WHAT THE FUTURE - ..
y

WOULD BE LIKE
1 ueaw Tue B1vws
1 sec cans
1 waNT 10 s1Eep
1 am sTRONG

1 peeteND 10 BE KIND
1 reen weax

1 Toucn ceass

1 worey ABOUT MY cRAVES | A“ AB@W ME BY MAMA“

1 coy NEVER

I"E.f . =R,
I am sToONG A b, ‘
T keir t:!-i:i‘l @
1 UNDERSTAND A 10T OF THINGS #’J
5-:1 le

1 sAv wuat 1 Neoo 10 5AY il b i '“, tnd WL

bnm,- all Papice

1 becam ABOUT FIXING CARS
1 Ty 6eT 10 sCUOOL EARIY i~




Soceee 15 Lt By Catcat

| am Athan
| wonder if | will be famous
| hear people talking A J
| see this paper ‘“‘AN
| want a computer for my room
| pretend that I'm the “main character” in the game in my '
i'_tead >
| feel a little sad
| touch this paper
N Worry about my family ”
| ery because | feel that | am not special
| understand how | feel s

| say “it’s fine”

| dream about being the best person that ever lived
| try to do everything my best

| hope to do that

| am Athan
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Maekemn Cexrrin
ANIVIA A | am smart

| am Black | Wonder how Life is going to be

n the year 2030

| wonder Why | made like this

| hear my sister yelling in m
| hear my thought | hear pray Y

ear
| see my lLife in every way | see how my city is getting
| want to be happy bigger

| pretend Im not | Want to live in my city

| am my self
| feel alone With no one there
| pretend Like | am home -

| touch my heart in fear | feel happy

| worry for my life | touch food

| cry every night | Worry about my family — —
| ery when i'm mad
| understond Why Im he —

| am a boy
| say all my fears | understand about my school
| dream of o better life and how it works |

| try to See it right | say when | want to go home

- I dream that my school ¢ T

| hope to see my new self i an have
more people

| am What | am | try to get more work in

| hope to get 900d grades
F 3 | am a boy —
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L AN scAveb By AntaNva Recse

L AM SCARED OF LIVING BECAUSE L DON T WANT 10 DIt —
L AM SCARED TO NAKE FRIENDS BECAUSE THEY MIGHT NOT LIKE ME
L AM 5cARED T0 DIE BECAUSE WHAT PEOPLE ARE GOING TO DO WHEN
LN GOING




KanevoN JAcksoN
1 am Kameron Jackson
1 Am A BAsKETBAL SUPCRSTAR, 1 HAVE ASTHMA

1 woNbEr ABOUT MY TUTURE

1 Heaw muserr winning Tue NBA cnanpioNsui
1 see Tue dewsey wuen 1 cer Dearten

1 wanT 10 MAKe 1T T0 Tue NBA

1 an Kanevon dackson

1 beeteNw 10 BE STERn curey

1 recy e TeopuY Artee WINNING THE CHAMPIONSHIP

1 Toucn Money

1 wowry ABOUT INJURIES

1 coy At Koee Beuant vico
1 av Kanevon dackson

1 uNpERsTAND THE RECUIREMENTS TO MAKE THE INBA

1 sAY vou cAN vo 1T

1 becAm oF WAVING A LOVEWY FAMTLY

1 1oy 10 BE NICE

1 wove 10 mAKE 1T BIG

I an Kaneeon dackson

DEOPLE SHOULD DROP GUNS BECAUSE THAT CAN LEAD
10 YOUR FAMILY DYING OR SOMEONE CLOSE TO YOUR
DEOPLE SHOULD CARE ABOUT OTHERS

Kamzeruan Sneut

1 av Kamieruau
1 wonoee waeee 1 win gc IN 5 ueaes
1 WeAw THAT AUL cOOD AND POSITIVE THINGS WIL
COME MY WAY
1 sec Wy WANTS AND NEEws
1 wANT 10 BE SuCCEssIUL IN LIFE
1 av Kamieeuau
1 oecteno AT 1AM AN ORTHODONTIST
1 recn At 1 Av A coov peesoN INSIDE AND O
I ToucH cveeuBobY Witk My lOVE
1 wowey A 1o
1 cvy wueN T wuer
1 v Kamzeeuan
1 UNDERSTAND THAT UIFE ISNT AlWAUS
I saib 1 an Kanieruau
1 eean AT 1 witt Accompuisu ALl MY coALS
1 Teu 10 BE A 600D PERSON IN WIFE/SOCIETY
1 woee AT 1 Witk BE AN ORTHODONTIST
1 av Kamieeuau




Waite teecs
Wuite weaves

Waite necs

Biack Beast. &
YV %

LEAvES, i€ ?‘Q

T ook up

ANb 1 sEE TeEcs Wit LEAVES. % ‘y C HARLOTTE
1 ook up ANb 1 sec vecavs
Detticecw

Witu A BIOCKING BEAST.
1 sec THE \EAVES TALL, LEAVING
[NE PLACE WHERE IT WAS BORN.
1 sec T wAVE FARL UFELESS TO THE FLOOR.

Ano 1 Ask wiy,

Is 31 rAI rov T TO sure?

Is 1T TAR DAY TO DAY LIFE ITSEWF LOSES ITS BEAUTY?

s Tt Fae We waten Tose wio surree ANb tAuGH?

Wy bo TREES L0SES 115 BEAUTY, AND DIES EVERY WINTER SEASON?

WE LET 0uv PEOPIE SUFFER AND STAND THERE AS THEY LOSE THEIR WILL TO UIVE,

S0 1 Askew vom, 1 5AY MOM WHERE'S THE BEAUTY IN LIFE?

I stowwy see 11 1eavinNG ANb v scavep.

IM scAREw I MY LEAVES, MU FLOWERS, MY BEAUTY WIWL IT EVER COME BACK?

[HEY WATCH AND THEY CALL NE BEAUTIFUL, BUT I§ T OK TO NOT BELIEVE THEM?

/]

MoM $AYS EVERUTHING LOSES IT BEAUTY BUT SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL COMES BACK EVERY TIME.

LIKE WOW WHEN ONE DIES ANOTHER IS BORN.
WHEN A TREE L0SES IT BEAUTY,
— SWING WILL BLOON AND BY SuMMER YOU SCE IT. You STAND THERE AND WATCH IT.
You wATCH THE ART, THE LEAVES MOVE SLOWLY BACK AND FORTH NO FLEES TO MAKE YOU
surree. No BeAST You surrocATe. NO CHAINS TO MAKE YOU DO ANYTHING.
But wHAT I THEY ARENT READY TO LOSE THEIR BEAUTY THEIR STILL A YOUNG SAPPLING TREE.
But rATE EXIST 50 MAUBE, MAUBE THAT TREE WAS SUPPOSED TO IE.
No mATTER WAt
— You Ave sIMPLY JUST A TREE.
F -{o Mc AND MY NMIND




STOP SHOOTING US By Kamauua Coees

STOP SHOOTING
US.
Sone Deopie Ave L0SING THERR
Kivs, Pavents, Stuvents, Teacues.
17's WURTING US TO SEE THAT OUR DAIIY MEMBERS ARE GETTING KILLED AND GETTING WURT.
WE NEED T0 TAKE IT REALLY SERIOUSIY BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE DYING EVERUDAY AND WE ARE
LOSING OUR YOUTH WAY TOO FAST.
WHEN Kibs 60 OUTSIDE TO THE PLAUGROUND WITH THEIR TRIENDS, THE PARENTS WAVE TO WORRY
Or 510w cARS THAT EVADE THEM
Or AMBULANCES TO THE HOSPITAL
WE CANT 60 ANUWNERE OUTSIVE.
It's NOT sAFE TR KIbs.

It's Not sare roe Apurs. 0{{
Kibs 105E pARENTS. 4’?
Grocery SuoPPING. f f
GoiNG 10 THEIR CARS. 4@
ANOTHER CAR MIGUT PULL UP BEWIND AND TO FIRC.
SOME KIS 10SE TEACHERS
WHILE DOING GRADES AT SCHOOL
Or AT HOME DOING GRADES.
Peopie 10SING STUDENTS
GettiNg out or seuoot
WALKING HOME FROM SCHOOL AND GETTING KILLED.
STOP SHOOTING US.

STOP SHOOTING LS.
STOP SHOOTING LS.




Maviuan Datteeson @
| am thankful DIE(GO Sl‘VA

| wonder how my Life would be

| hear positivity . | am Diego
| see respect | wonder wWhat |'m going
| want no bullying in school ~ to be When |m older
| pretend being in the sky & Q | hear drums
| feel Loved @ | see a class with kids
| touch my heart —| want to be successful
| Worry about my family outside When its dark pretend that Im a
| cry about my people health "~ football star
| understand people _ | feel happy
| say the loved ones | keep safe | touch my phone
| dream the world would be at peace —| Worry Sometimes
| try a lot to help the streets | cry a little
~ | hope everyone | know have a great day ") understond life
_ | am Mariyah . | say stuff
| dream of being
4 wd - successful

| hope one day

| am Diego

My Lire STuie
By Atavau




/AU Pow

I Av wapp WORKING
1 wonvee 1 T Wiy BE A FAMOUS SINGER wieN |

GROW up
ot |

1 weae pome TRYING TO BRING ME DOWN
1 see musewr FUTURE
1 waNT 10 B T BesT Tu evi e

1 av Tivomiy
1 woNvee wouw 1 eeT coneee orrees

o - 1 weetenn 10 wor KNOW WOW 10 SING
PIE
1 wear eco Lrect very vewy porrny
_ 1 sec vavs — 1 Touen ecomes weapry
1 WANT sone cues

1 eeTeND 10 BE S1EED
_ 1 rect ceear L unocestano wy wow wiew SAY SHE BROKEN
1 toucu v puoNE

] 159 T e wuew In ot
1 woery ABOUT MY LIFE 1 beeaw or gring FANOUS
1 cev AT ruNCeALS

ﬂ 1109 10 1ove peome
1 uNpeesTAND UIE /\__\ 1 wove pcome 1oy ME
1 54y ley
1 eeam Aour seiNG A NFL stae

1 woeey Apout My MOM AND FAMJLY
1 coy AgouT My DEAD ONCS

I am eeauring

1 ey My BEST ON ANUTHING 1 DO
1 woer 1 maxe 11 10 Tue NFL
1 av BlACK

Soer

Mitisap

Zl
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Biack Powee By Cenaz CuNNINGHAM s?

WHEN ARE WE GOING TO GET UP IN THE MORNING TO WAVE NO GUN VIOWENCE IN THE DAY 00 NIGHT?
WE ALl KNOW THAT IT'S NOT RIGHT
WE WAVE T0 HAVE A DAY WHEN WE SEE ANOTHER BIACK NAN GETS SHOT. =
WE WAVE T0 HAVE A DAY WHEN WE WAVE TO DEAL WITH THESE GANGS IN OUR STREETS.
WhY v0o PEOPLE THINK GUN VIOLENCE 1§ NORMAL FOR THEM? 1T SWOULONT BE NORMAL FOR ANUONE.
Wuen ey say “Buack Power” tiew vonT mean Buiack on Biack Viowenee, Tuew wean Biack
[xcruenet.
Wuy CANT WE WAVE A DAY WHEN ANOTHER BIACK MAN ISNT KILLED BY THE POLICE? —
Wiy CANT WE HAVE A DAY WHEN THERE'S NO MORE RACISM TOWARD BIACK PEOPLE?
Why CANT WE NAVE A DAY WHEN A PEACETUL ROTEST CANT TURN INTO A WORROR SHOW? =
Wuen ey say “Buack Power” tiew vonT meaN Buack on Biack Viowenee, Tuew wean Biack
Excruenet.
[HEY AlwAYs $5AY “GET THESE GUNS OFF THESE STREETS” YET THERE ARE STIWL ON OUR STREETS FOR BLACK PEOPLE
10 STILL BE KILLED.
SOMETIMES, | TWINK PEOPLE DON'T CARE ABOUT BIACK PEOPLE WHEN T COMES TO GUN VIOWENCE, WieN wit  —
IT COME A TIME WHEN PEOPLE WILL CARE ABOUT BIACK PEOPIE AND GUN VIOIENCE?
1 AlwAYs WONDER WHEN THE TIME COMES TOR BLACK PEOPLE TO BE SAFE IN THEIR NEIGHBORWOODS, —
WHEN WILL THE TIME COME WHEN BLACK PEOPLE CAN WALK DOWN THE STREET OR WHEN THERE'S A BLOCK PARTY
WITH A WHOLE TAMILY WITHOUT ANY GUN VIOLENCE O ANY VIOIENCE AT ALL?
When ey sav “Biack Power” tuey boN'T meaN Biack oN Biack Viowenee, Tuey mean Buack
Excruenet.
How ABOUT THESE GANGS ON OUR STREETS NOT LETTING PEOPLE SEE US BLACK PEOPLE AS BAD PEOPLE AND
ASSUME ALL BLACK PEOPLE ARE BAD, WHICH I§ NOT TRUE?
LET's LET THE WORID KNOW THAT NOT ALL BLACK PEOPLE ARENT BAD AT AL AN eememBeR Biack Powee
meANS Buack Excceuenee, Not Biack Viotenee.

22




ANTHONY WERNANDEZ 1 an ANTHONY

1 WONDER WY THERE ARE SO MANY LANGUAGES.

1 uEAw AND LEARN DAY THINGS IN OTHER LANGUAGES.

1 sec wow vou 1cAeN ENGLISH Ov SEVERAL LANGUAGES.

1 WANT T0 BE ABIE TO ACHIEVE MY GOALS IN THE FUTURE.
1 av ANTiony.

1 peeTEND T0 BE IN THE MILITARY IN THE FUTURE.

1 reen At 1 Am A coov preson.
1 Toucw cuirae.

1 worey ABOUT MY TAMILY,

1 cwy wuen 1w sap.

1 an ANTiony.

T A
T woNvre-WHAT WOULD THE FUTURE 100K uKe?
— 1 Hear-1 wcAw TEACHERS UEWUING AT EVERYONE FOR NO REASON

1 Cee-Teacucs woreieb Agout THe JAR.

1 WANT-ScHoot 10 END. 7,
T — ]AN’ /

1 PerteNp-T0 BE SMART
1 Fert-1 1ecl NERVOUS WHEN TEACHERS CALL ME UP TO ANSWER A GUESTION.

1 Toucu-Geass

1 wowru-Agout Scwoot I -
T Ceu-BrcAuse MU 6w Fisk bV HE TWING ABOUT SCHOOL BY
1 Av-iaNoA SwT e Vowaseuez

T UNberstAND-WHY PEOPLE GET MAD AT THE STUDENTS
T $au-To My MOM WY bO I NEED TO 6O TO SCHOOL

23 1 Decan-1 woutw BE DONE WITH SCHOOL
1 Teu-To wcw peopre




Suaxaecia Reco-levy

1 Avsuakarcia
1 woNvee: wio witt 1 secove wueN 1 et oo

+ 1 Hear: MONEY AND WIND
1 sec pwe
+ 1 WANT: T0 BE SUCCESSTUL IN WIFE

1 pectenw: To BE wAPY AT TIMES ¥
1 rect: wapoy wueN Tv AvounNp MY FeIENDS +
1 Touew: wv race wien T Newvous
1 wovey: ABOUT EVERUBODY ELSE BUT MUSELF
1 cvv: wuen everyTiing 1 ANNED bOESNT 60 THE WAY | WANTED 1T T0 60
1 am: swakareia

1 uNDERSTAND: TWAT PEOPLE NEED SPACE WHEN THEY ARE ANGRY
1 sAu: 1 wANT 10 BE A PEvIATRIC SURGEON BUT 1 REALY DO NOT KNOW WHAT |
WANNA b0 IN LIFE
1 beeAv: THAT EVERYBODY IN MY LIFE J§ SUCCESSTUL INCIUDING MUSELR
1 1ou: 70 BE 50 wAPPY BUT T REALIY TALLING APART
1 woPE: T0 BE THERE TOR EVERUBODY THAT'S THERE FOR ME
1 am: swakareia

2)




THANK Your
P R .

[ME ARTWORK IN THIS ZINE WAS PROVIDED BY
ARTISTS AT THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS:

| |

A\

Henbeeson Euementapy
Henpeicks Eveventavy
duuian Hien Scuoon
Marcus GCarvey
Mavs Acaveny

.\x‘
AN

I\

\ N \\

>

AAN\ BRI T
\"}.‘\\\‘

\

AN

| 4

Novtuuicnt 15 ceaterut 10 e Rana Kiepax FounpaTioN ror EoucATioN IN Tie &
Preroening ArTs Fov THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT WHICH PROVIDES RESOURCES TO OUR |
COMMUNITY'S YOUTH TO ENGAGE WITH OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMNS.

RALLA KLEPAK NORTHLIGHT
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INspIeED BY THE ZINE?

Use Tae sPACE BE1OW TO CREATE YOUR OWN ARTWORK
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