
Job Posting  
Technical Director 
October 2019 
 

Northlight Theatre is a professional LORT D theatre located just north of Chicago with an annual 
budget of $3.5 million, producing a 5-play mainstage season, the Interplay new play program, and a 
dynamic year-round audience engagement and education program. For more information about the 
theatre: www.northlight.org.  
 
Overall Description: Northlight Theatre in Skokie, IL seeks an experienced full-time Technical 
Director.  Working under the supervision of Production Manager Emily Kneer, the Technical Director is 

responsible for insuring that the best possible product goes on stage through implementing all scenic 
technical requirements within the pre-established budget parameters. The Technical Director is also 
responsible for the management of the Northlight Scene Shop in Lincolnwood. 
   
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: 

 Manage the day-to-day operation of the scene shop, and oversee all aspects of set and large 

properties construction and fabrication for Northlight shows and clients.  This includes procuring of 
materials, supplies, drafting of working drawings and load-in plans, as well as the scheduling of 
the timely completion of each project. 

 Manage scenic and properties load in, installation, & strike. 
 Attend technical rehearsals and production meetings as needed and tend to all resulting notes in a 

timely fashion. 
 Coordinate physical technical production elements with other production staff. 

 With Production Manager, supervise the Assistant Technical Director/Assistant to the Production 
Manager. 

 Maintain or schedule personnel to maintain scenic elements during each production as needed. 
 Oversee maintenance of scene shop material inventories, tools, & labor. 
 Manage and coordinate the hiring and scheduling of carpenters, scenic painters, load-in and strike 

crew with the Production Manager. 
 Manage and coordinate shop carpenters, scene shop projects, and assignments on a daily basis.  

 Maintain all scene shop vendor relations and file all necessary invoices and receipts with the 

Business Office for the scene shop in a timely manner. 

 Coordinate and supervise the transfer or tour of the scenic elements of any mainstage production. 
 
Qualifications: Must be an able carpenter/welder with excellent management, supervisory, and 
communication skills.  Able to evaluate designer’s drawings, cost out productions, drafting skills 
(manual and computer), and labor/time estimates.  Must be able to manage active scene shop 
including budgeting, bidding, and administrative duties. Valid driver’s license, able to drive 25’ truck.  
Knowledge of electronics, hydrolics and automation/motor controls a plus. 

 
Compensation:  Compensation range is $42,000 to $45,000, competitive with prevailing 
compensation for similar positions within the non-profit performing arts industry, and commensurate 
with qualifications and experience of the applicant.   The range of benefits includes medical, dental 
and vision insurance, vacation pay, paid sick leave, and a 401(k) retirement program. 
 
How to Apply:  Northlight Theatre is an equal opportunity employer and is interested in receiving 

candidates from a broad spectrum of people, including women and minorities. Qualified candidates 

should submit a resume and cover letter with salary requirements addressing your specific skills 
related to this position to humanresources@northlight.org.  No phone calls please. For a complete job 
description, please go to https://northlight.org/opportunities/. 
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