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ACCESSIBILITY GUIDE

GUIDE INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Northlight’s production of The Heart Sellers by Lloyd Suh.

This production will run at Northlight Theatre from January 23 through February 23, 2025. The address is 9501 Skokie Blvd, Skokie, IL, 60077.

This guide holds many different accessibility tools to make your experience at the show as comfortable as possible. Please be aware that not every element of this guide will be useful to each individual. Accordingly, please feel free to pick and choose which accessibility tools would be most beneficial to you.
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PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

Tuesday – Saturday Evenings (all times are estimates)
6:30pm	The lobby opens for concessions & socializing.
7:00pm	The auditorium opens for you to take your seat. 
7:30pm	The show will begin.
8:45pm	The show will end.

Saturday – Sunday Matinees (all times are estimates)
1:30pm	The lobby opens for concessions & socializing.
2:00pm	The auditorium opens for you to take your seat. 
2:30pm	The show will begin.
3:45pm	The show will end.

Weekday Matinees (all times are estimates)
12:00pm	The lobby opens for concessions & socializing.
12:30pm	The auditorium opens for you to take your seat. 
1:00pm	The show will begin.
2:15pm	The show will end.













FULL SHOW SYNOPSIS
	(spoilers ahead)

Please note that the following was created during a preview performance. It is possible that changes to the script and/or production may not be reflected below.

Run time: 90 minutes, with no intermission.

The play opens in an underfurnished apartment on Thanksgiving Day in 1973. The sun is setting as Jane, a Filipina woman, and Luna, a Korean woman, enter. They are carrying groceries. Luna chattily welcomes Jane into her home; Jane is the first person to visit the apartment since Luna and her husband moved in. Luna asks Jane if the dust is different in America than in Korea, and she offers to take Jane’s coat. Jane is quiet, replying to Luna’s questions in just a few words. They realize they have the same winter coat, which they both bought at K Mart.
Luna asks Jane if she is hungry, offering snacks like Easy Cheese, Ritz crackers, and Cheetos. She pulls a frozen turkey out of a bag, but realizes she doesn’t know how to prepare it. Jane does, however, because of Julia Child’s cooking show, one of the many American television programs she watches. Jane begins locating ingredients in Luna’s kitchen, and they prepare yams as a side dish. Though they realize the turkey is frozen solid, they put it in the oven anyway. 
Jane shares that her mother was an excellent cook. Luna’s mother was not, but she grew up in a large family, full of aunts and grandmothers, who always cooked good food. Luna misses her family, and Jane reveals that her parents passed away, but that she has a brother. They reflect on the tense political climates and difficult news coming from their home countries, both ruled by dictators. 
Luna offers Jane wine, which they pour into novelty coffee mugs. They toast to Thanksgiving. Both of their husbands are working late into the night. Luna tells Jane about her old dog Paco, who is 16 or 17 years old, and grows solemn when she realizes she might not be there when he dies. She quickly changes the subject.
Luna asks if Jane is her real name, and Jane admits that her real name is Hong Jae Ha, but that she goes by the American name Jane because of a love for Jane Fonda. Luna tells Jane that “Luna” is a nickname for her full name, Luningning. Luna offers to show Jane her photo album, with pictures of her wedding and honeymoon. Luna and her husband, Leo, visited Disneyland, but didn’t get to actually enter the park; it was too expensive. They admired it from the outside instead. Looking at pictures of her family makes Luna sad, and she is eager to move on to another topic.
Jane talks about how her brother introduced her to her husband, who was a medical student with ambitions to move to the US. Luna wonders if she ended up with her own husband because of his job and future. She asks if America is what Jane expected, and they break into a fit of laughter. Jane reminisces on seeing American GIs giving chocolate to children when she was young; at that age, it was like magic. 
Luna dreams of going driving, or dancing, or fishing, or to the beach. Jane likes the idea of going dancing. They connect over a shared love of Soul Train, and dance together. Luna turns on the radio, looking for music. We hear a radio DJ commemorating the 10th anniversary of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and providing updates on the ongoing Watergate scandal. Jane suggests they take a taxi to a dance club, and Luna takes out the Yellow Pages to look for a nightclub. She finds one, but Jane remembers that the Thanksgiving holiday means it will be closed. Jane tells Luna that “here is fun.”
Luna leaves to use the restroom, and Jane looks around the apartment. When she returns, they talk about Richard Nixon, whom they both hate. Luna confides that back home, her older sister is a communist. She immediately regrets telling Jane this fact, but Jane responds that her sister is also a communist. Jane had not initially mentioned this sister because she was killed in a bus accident years ago. 
Luna recalls her sister’s reaction to her moving to America. Her sister told her about the Hart Celler Act, which enabled immigrants from South Korea and the Philippines to come to the United States. When Luna first heard the name “Hart-Celler,” she imagined a little old lady on the side of the road, selling hearts. But when she got to the United States, she imagined each immigrant going through the customs line, reaching into their chest, and selling their heart to gain entry into the country. This makes Jane sad, and they laugh off the story.
Jane supposes that if she were a man, she would have more choices. They complain about Richard Nixon again, speculating that he must have an inferiority complex related to his small penis that forces him to compensate through missiles and atomic bomb tests. The conversation turns to their husbands’ penises; neither of them has ever seen another, and they giggle together about this. Luna proposes that they go to a porno movie together, but Jane tells her it is a terrible idea, and they laugh.
Jane asks Luna if she knew who she was when they saw each other in the supermarket. Luna admits that she did; they have both noticed each other many times before. However, Jane’s husband prevented her from approaching her, insisting that she should try to make American friends.
Luna asks what Jane wanted to become when she was young. Jane tells her that she went to art school for painting, and Luna admits that she loves to sing. Jane asks her to sing for her, and Luna does, though the song ultimately brings her to tears. They take the yams out of the oven and pour more wine. They talk about the scents they miss from home. Jane recalls watching the soccer team her father coached when she was younger. As a girl, she never actually got to be the one playing the game; she always had to watch from the sidelines. 
Luna tells Jane about an important memory. When she and her husband first arrived in the US, they drove through the countryside, and saw children laughing and playing by a purple barn while a band played. Luna wishes she could be a part of that somehow. Jane asks what Luna and her husband will do post-residency. She says they’ve considered returning to the Philippines, but that they will never actually go through with the move; the discrepancy in the lifestyle of a doctor is too great. Luna laments how much she has changed, and questions if she actually has sold her heart to get everything she has now.
Jane encourages Luna to eat and drink. They laugh together, which results in Luna spitting wine and yams all over Jane. Jane changes into Luna’s “home clothes.” Luna turns the radio on to hear a speech from President Nixon, then shuts it off. Jane imagines what they’ll do tomorrow: go to a porno movie, then a nightclub, and take a taxi into the countryside and eat pie. Jane dreams of painting Luna in the scene. She dreams of going to K Mart, going to a library together and reading news of their home countries, but she is horrified by all of the atrocities taking place in the world. In her eyes, the whole world is crashing, burning, and tumbling down. Luna asks what they will do next, and Jane replies that at the end of the day, they will make a plan together for the “next tomorrow.”






















SENSITIVITY GUIDE

CONTENT NOTES

· The play takes place in November 1973, and there are discussions of the political climates of the United States, the Philippines, and South Korea during that time period, as well as the immigrant experience.
· Characters drink wine.
· Characters lightheartedly talk about their husbands’ penises, and contemplate going to a “porno movie.”
· The words “fuck,” “shit,”  “bullshit,” “cock,” and “damn,” are used as expletives, often to comedic effect.

SENSORY NOTES

· As the play opens, the song “Joy to the World,” by Three Dog Night plays loudly. After a few lines, the song is suddenly interrupted by a loud horn and the sound of rumbling train tracks, which fade away quickly.
· Characters raise their voices onstage.
· While laughing, a character spits a mouthful of yams and wine into another character’s face.








FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Does this production contain any technical elements that could be loud, bright, or shocking?

Like many of Northlight’s plays, this production will include technical elements that may trigger sensory sensitivities. Northlight has done its best to design elements so that they will be accessible to all, but each person is different, thereby making it impossible to plan for every individual. If you believe that you may have some sensory sensitivities to the show, please consult the guide above to make you are aware of them before they happen. Please also remember that Northlight has noise canceling headphones as well as sunglasses available to borrow for any of these moments.   

What types of accessibility options does Northlight provide?

Northlight provides a wealth of accessibility options for its audience members. These tools can be broken up into two specific categories: Specific Date Accessibility and General Accessibility.
For specific date accessibility, Northlight will provide accommodations on predetermined dates throughout the run. We highly recommend reserving tickets for these dates ahead of time. These accommodations include: Audio Description, Open Captions, and Relaxed/Sensory Friendly Performances. 

For general accessibility, Northlight provides a wide range of tools that can be requested at any performance of the show free of charge. These include: assisted listening devices and accessible seating. For accessible seating, it is recommended you request the necessary seats when purchasing your tickets, as they may not be available the day of the performance. For assisted listening devices, please go to the House Manager or ask an usher.

For more information, visit https://northlight.org/accessibility/ or email access@northlight.org.

The Set of The Heart Sellers
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Image Description: The set of Northlight Theatre’s production of The Heart Sellers. A small studio apartment, furnished in the style of the 1970s. On the left side is a double bed with teal sheets, strewn with clothes. At center, a green couch with a coffee table constructed from suitcases. To the right of the couch is a small table with a floral tablecloth. On the floor next to the table, there is a cushy orange beanbag. Along the back wall, from left to right, there is a door leading to a small bathroom, a kitchen with harvest-gold appliances, and the entryway door. The apartment is constructed on a platform that is slightly elevated above the stage, and blue light emanates from beneath the platform.
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	North Shore Center for the Performing Arts
Exterior

Id: The front of North Shore Center on a sunny day. The building has white columns and its sides are primarily made of windows. 
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	North Shore Center for the Performing Arts
Entrance 

Id: The doors to North Shore’s building. The doors are paneled glass and there is a hand railing leading up. A man is entering the doors.
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	North Shore Center for the Performing Arts
Parking Lot

Id: The parking lot at the theater. It is a sunny day with many clouds, there is a sign that says “Theatre Parking Only” and several cars parked.
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	Northlight’s Auditorium

Id: The doors leading directly into the theater. There are three doors which are all light brown wood. Two doors are open. A sign above the doors reads North Theatre. A man is waving hello.
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	Aja Alcazar
Luna

Id: A Filipino-American woman smiles brightly into the camera in front of a pink background. Her hair is black and straight and falls a bit past her shoulders, she is wearing a spaghetti strap dress with colored vertical lines. 
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	Seoyoung Park
Jane

Id: Seoyoung Park, a Korean actor in her late 20s, is pictured with shoulder-length black hair styled in soft waves, wearing a cream-colored cable-knit sweater. Her expressive dark eyes are bright and engaging, and her radiant smile exudes warmth and approachability, set against a soft pink background.



Image Description: A poster for Northlight Theatre’s production of The Heart Sellers. Center, the title is displayed in mismatched red letters on a navy blue background. Some of the letters are uppercase and some are lowercase. In the upper left corner, two decorative ceramic mugs are filled with red wine. They are positioned at an angle, as if they have just been clinked together.
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