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The Civil Rights Movement has ignited the South, and the charismatic Rev.
Charles Grace needs a new speech to galvanize the people. But it is Olivia, his

pregnant wife, who writes those fiery speeches, and her tolerance for playing the
supporting role to her husband is wearing thin. As the growing weight of secrets
threatens her marriage, and a nation’s hatred threatens her child’s future, Olivia

must rediscover the place that love has in her world.

Click to find an
article and learn

more.

Click to watch a
video and expand

learning.

Find discussion
questions to ask

students.

CONTENT WARNING: This play contains mature content such as depictions of
trauma, racial violence, LGBTQIA violence, domestic violence, abortion, and

mental health crisis.

https://northlight.org/events/fireflies/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16VdKqdwX82t5a6gCwSMcvGyl3QzJlyzzUhBGsD6_5Qs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fZ52rmmS07NTjRpWg07eaCQ464CvCRk5VYDzK9Z6uaM/edit?usp=sharing
https://northlight.org/


CHARLES
played by

Al'Jaleel McGhee

OLIVIA
played by 

Chanell Bell

The Cast

The Playwright: Donja R. Love
Donja R. Love is an Afro-Queer playwright, poet, and filmmaker from
Philadelphia. He writes specifically about Black and Queer folx, for Black and
Queer folx. He's the recipient of the 2018 Laurents/Hatcher Foundation
Award, the 2017 Princess Grace Playwriting Award. "My plays examine identity
by unapologetically dramatizing the multifaceted nuance of Blackness and
Queerness – a diverse intersection filled with colorful stories, and a
reimagining of monolithic narratives that challenge the white supremacist,
heteronormative structures in American culture."

Read more by clicking on Donja's photo.

The Director: Mikael Burke

"It is my personal mission to make theatre that brings the marginalized to the
foreground. As a queer, black man, I know what it is to see oneself reflected only on the
fringes, if at all. I aim to change that. The stories that fascinate me are those of people,
like myself, navigating and overcoming the invisible systems designed to keep so many
of us down."

Mikael Burke is a Chicago-based director, deviser, and educator.

Read more by clicking on Mikael's photo.

Listen to Director Mikael Burke talk more about the
characters in the play by clicking the link above.

The World of the Play

"When writing a two hander there’s nothing or no one to hide behind. There isn’t
another character that can come in and break the tension or shift the scene. It’s
just those two people. So that was a challenge, but wildly enough what made
writing Fireflies so difficult was I kept thinking about my grandmom and great-
grandmom. Before writing the play I did something I never do… I did interviews
beforehand. I talked to my mom-mom and nana. I normally wait until after I finish
the first or second draft, but with this play I was so excited to sit and talk with
these two women that I completely threw my process out the window. So, when I
sat down to write the play all I could think about was what my mom-mom and
nana said instead of what Olivia and Charles were saying." 

Donja on writing a play with only two characters in it - 

Click the photo for more!

Meet the Team

https://northlight.org/events/fireflies/#artists
https://northlight.org/events/fireflies/#artists
https://www.larktheatre.org/blog/love-plays/
https://mklburke.com/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YktrqHu3nqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YktrqHu3nqc
https://interlocutorinterviews.com/new-blog/2019/5/19/interview-donja-love?fbclid=IwAR0I6-lvXzBcUJO2ASRT9_ubUdzCaXhARrSI9hg9XOskJ6lzI2B5gkfi-MQ


"The civil rights movement was a struggle for social justice that took place mainly during the
1950s and 1960s for Black Americans to gain equal rights under the law in the United States. The
Civil War had socially abolished slavery, but it didn’t end discrimination against Black people—
they continued to endure the devastating effects of racism, especially in the South. By the  mid-
20th century, Black Americans had had more than enough prejudice and violence against them.
They, along with many white Americans, mobilized and began an unprecedented fight for equality
that spanned two decades."

1950s & 1960s - Civil Rights Movement 

1963 February - The Second Wave of Feminism
"The second wave of feminism begins with Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique, which came
out in 1963. The Feminine Mystique rails against “the problem that has no name”: the systemic
sexism that taught women that their place was in the home and that if they were unhappy as
housewives, it was only because they were broken and perverse. She argued, the fault didn’t truly
lie with women, but rather with the world that refused to allow them to exercise their creative and
intellectual faculties. It made its way into the hands of housewives and it gave them permission to
be angry."

1961 - Gay Rights 
"In 1961, Illinois became the first state to do away with its anti-sodomy laws, effectively
decriminalizing homosexuality, and a local TV station in California aired the first documentary
about homosexuality, called The Rejected."

1963 September - Birmingham Church Bombings
This is when our play takes places. The script describes the setting as "Somewhere down
South, where the sky is on fire." Just days before the first scene, "On September 15, 1963, a
bomb exploded at the 16th Street Baptist Church as church members prepared for Sunday
services. The racially motivated attack killed four young girls and shocked the nation." 

1964 - Civil Rights Act
"The Civil Rights Act of 1964, which ended segregation in public places and banned employment
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin, is considered one of the
crowning legislative achievements of the civil rights movement."

1960s & 1970s - Black Feminism
"The tradition of black feminism stems from the condition of being both Black and a woman... It
focuses on the intersection of racism and sexism and how they create the social issues and
inequalities Black women face... Second wave of feminism turned a blind eye towards the needs
and struggles of Black queer women."

1973 - Roe v. Wade 
"In the 1950s and ’60s, just before the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973, medical and law enforcement
experts estimated that between 1 and 2 million girls and women every year had secret abortions.
Women resisted because they decided they were too poor, too young, too alone, or too
vulnerable to have a baby. They also resisted because they simply didn’t want the pregnancy."

Historical Background
Click on the squares to read more about each historical event.

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
https://www.vox.com/2018/3/20/16955588/feminism-waves-explained-first-second-third-fourth
https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/history-of-gay-rights
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/four-black-schoolgirls-killed-in-birmingham
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/oasam/civil-rights-center/statutes/civil-rights-act-of-1964
https://now.org/blog/the-original-activists-black-feminism-and-the-black-feminist-movement/
https://www.vox.com/first-person/2018/7/3/17530862/brett-kavanaugh-abortion-roe-v-wade
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement


Get a Behind the Scenes Look!
Click on the photos below to see a photo gallery of the cast in
rehearsal, onstage, and the crew loading in the show.

Discussion Time!
What does it mean to be "Ladylike"?

CHARLES I hope you aren't smoking again. It's not ladylike.
OLIVIA Ladylike? What is ladylike, Charles?
...
CHARLES Ladylike is being a wife, a mother, a nurturer. It's doing those things you did in our bedroom with
your husband.
OLIVIA It sounds like it means being attached to a man.

In the scene below, Charles introduces the idea of what it means to be "ladylike."
This scenes gets to the heart of the Second Wave Feminism struggle of the 1960's.
Women were tired of having their entire identity be centered on their relationships
to men.

In the context of this play, this issue gets even more complicated as we start to layer in the many
intersecting identities of the characters. Olivia is a black woman, activist, wife, future mother, and queer,
to name a few. Charles is a black man, preacher, husband, alcoholic, cheat, to name a few... All of their
intersecting identities combine to create an extraordinarily challenging life for these two. 

Click me!

What identities do you hold?
What do people assume about you based on your identities?
What assumptions do you wish you could change?

Take a few minutes to journal about the following...

Need Help? Click on the image to the left for different aspects of identities.

Intersectionality
The Oxford Dictionary defines INTERSECTIONALITY as "the interconnected nature of social
categorisations such as race, class, and gender, regarded as creating overlapping and interdependent
systems of discrimination or disadvantage.”

Which of your identities do you think about a lot?
Which of your identities do you think about rarely?
Describe a time when an identity you rarely think you became very aware of.

Take a few minutes to journal about the following...

Take your identity journaling and build a collage to showcase all the different parts of yourself. Be sure to
include the parts you love, the parts you want to change, and everything in between. It all makes up YOU.
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